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BESSIE RIVERS GRAYSON 

63, college professor 
Huntsville, Ala. 

I was an associate librarian 
at a college in Little Rock, Ark., 
# and was in my office when the 
news came over the radio that 
President Kennedy had been 
shot There were other people 
in the library, and we began to 
express sorrow that it hap- 
pened. Momentarily, the news 
came that he died. That's when 
we started crying. 



JAMES DAVIS, 54 
Corporate vice president 
Bettendorf, Iowa 

At an employee union meet- 
ing when someone came in the 
room and announced that 
President Kennedy had been 
shot in Dallas. We had been 
discussing mundane matters 
such as contract violations, and 
the news made those matters 
seem so small. I watched the 
entire rehash all evening on 
television. 



SUSAN HELM, 44 

Real estate broker 
Harrisburg, Pa. 

At the time, I worked for 
Blue Cross. Someone called in 
and told us the news. Everyone 
was totally stunned. We didn’t 
go home, but I don’t think we 
got any work done the rest of 
the day. I was brought up in a 
way that I did not cry over 
thin^, so I didn’t But 1 felt bad. 
It was definitely a horrible 
thing to happen. 



SAL ALBANESE, 39 

City Council member 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 

In my freshman year in high 
school 1 was going from my 
physical education class to last- 
period geography class. I 
heard students in the hall say- 
ing the president had been 
killed. When I got to class, the 
teacher, Mrs. Stem, confirmed 
the news. I was very de- 
pressed. There was a pall all 
over the school 





that President Kennedy had been assassinated? 



MATTIE BRANNAN, 59 

Retired secretary 
Show Low, Ariz. 



VERNON SYKES , 37 

Economist 
Akron, Ohio 



FRANCES MERRILL, 49 

Homemaker 
Salt Lake City, Utah 



I was home packing to move In junior high school. The 
to Arizona from New Mexico, news came over the P.A. sys- 
The TV was disconnected, and tern. It disrupted everything, 
a neighbor yelled the news. I The teacher left the room to 
went to her house to watch it I get more information. When 



didn’t believe it, even though I 
was seeing it on TV. For those 
of us who were strong Demo- 
crats, It was like the goals we 
had set were postponed, if not 
changed, at that point 




he returned, he told us to pray 
for the president I was very 
upset; everything was one big 
question mark. I wanted to 
know why someone would 
want to kill the president 



We were living in Vista, 
Calif. My husband was a career 
military man in the Marine 
Corps. I was home with an in- 
fant when the news came on 
television. It was a horrifying 
experience. We lived near a 
military base, and everyone 
was placed on alert I couldn’t 
believe something like that 
could happen in my lifetime. 





